IUAES Statutes

Excerpts of clauses relevant to Commissions
……
Art. 5. Membership of the Union
……
c. There are the following categories of Group/Corporate Membership in the Union:
1. Scientific Commissions of the IUAES are groups of individual members OR group members of the Union who share a
common academic or practical interest and have formed and maintained an active Commission according to the rules of the
Union (see Article 7).
……
Art. 7. Scientific Commissions of the Union
a. Groups of individual IUAES members may establish thematic Scientific Commissions, whose activities must be consistent with
the general aims and objectives of the Union (the total number of commissions is limited only by a need to preclude major
overlap - see Article 7.c). Such Scientific Commissions are established to carry out academic and other activities in specific
subfields of anthropology or on specific topics deemed worthy of anthropological enquiry. Activities of commissions include the
organisation of publications, symposia, conferences, conference panels, and panels at IUAES congresses.
b. Proposals for the establishment of Scientific Commissions shall be directed to the Secretary-General and must be supported by at
least ten paid up members (individual or group members) of the Union. The Secretary-General will transmit applications to the
Executive Committee for preliminary approval by a two-thirds majority vote, and to the next meeting of the General Assembly
for full approval, again by a two-thirds majority vote.
c. The theme of a new Commission should not duplicate the theme of an existing Commission.
d. All Executive Committee decisions with respect to the establishment, termination and other major aspects of Commission
activities shall be subject to ratification by the General Assembly.
e. Each Commission, once established, will be a member of the IUAES for as long as it continues to demonstrate that it is functional,
by contributing a panel to an IUAES World Congress or Inter-Congress, or to another major conference (so long as the panel is
designated as IUAES sponsored), at least once in every three consecutive years. In cases where a Commission fails to do that, it is
automatically deemed inactive and its status as an IUAES Commission is lost.
f. Each Commission is responsible for maintaining a list of members and for electing one chair and one deputy chair for a term of
five years (renewable for one such term) in a democratic fashion, by simple majority vote of the members of that Commission,
and with all members eligible to self-nominate for election to these offices.
g. Further terms and procedures concerning the operation of the Commissions shall be indicated in the By-laws of the Union.
Art. 8. Governance of the Union
Governance of the IUAES shall be through the following bodies, the purpose of which at all times shall be to realise and occasionally
to review the aims, purpose and objectives of the Union.
a. General Assembly
……
7. All proposals to be considered by the General Assembly should be supported by at least two thirds of the Executive, by ten
individual members of the Union, by two group/corporate members, or by the Head of the Council of Commissions (Article
8b) acting on behalf of two thirds of the Council. Such proposals must be submitted to the Secretary General at least twenty
one days before any meeting of the General Assembly and circulated electronically to all members of the General Assembly
at least fourteen days before that meeting.
b.

Council of Commissions
1. The Scientific Commissions are at the core of the academic activities of the Union. The Council of Commissions (hereafter
'the Council') is a forum for discussion and coordination of these activities and all issues arising therefrom. The Council
constitutes an advisory body with representation on the Executive Committee of the Union, and the head of the Council shall,
through the Secretary General, also be entitled to make proposals directly to the General Assembly (that is: the head of
Council will not have to obtain support from ten individual members or two group/corporate members).
2. The Council of Commissions comprises the chairs and deputy chairs of all recognised and current IUAES Scientific
Commissions, all of whom must be paid-up or honorary individual members of the Union.
3. The Council will elect a Head and Deputy Head at a meeting of the Council, chaired for purposes of that election by the
incumbent Secretary General, immediately prior to the meeting of the General Assembly at each World Congress. Election of
the Head and Deputy Head will be by simple majority vote of members of the Council, but with the proviso that only one
nomination may be made by each Commission and those elected should come from different world geographical regions.
1. The quorum for the Council's elective meeting is half or more of its current members, but members who are absent
may be included in the quorum count if they submit their vote or proxy in writing to the Secretary General prior to
the meeting, and it is expected that they will do so. If a quorum is not reached at the physical meeting despite these
provisions, the Secretary General will arrange an internet web-based electronic vote.
2. All Council members can be nominated or can self-nominate for election as Council Head or Deputy Head, and their
nominations must be submitted to the incumbent Head of the Council and the Secretary General at least seven days
before the election date.
4. The Head and Deputy Head's terms of office will be the period between World
Congresses and each may be elected for one further consecutive term of office.

1

5. The Head of the Council shall, through the Secretary General, be entitled to make proposals on behalf of the Council directly
to the General Assembly
6. The Head and Deputy Head of the Council of Commissions shall, immediately after being elected, become full voting
members of the Executive Committee of the Union for the duration of their term as Head or Deputy Head, and can make
representations to the General Assembly, verbally at its meetings or electronically at any time.
7. Day-to-day interactions within the Council of Commissions can be conducted with the help of an email list and/or a listserver, which is to be kept up-to-date by the Secretary General, or through a similar medium of communication.
8. Guided by the Secretary General, the Head of the Council Commissions shall be responsible for monitoring the activities of
Commissions, including obtaining and making available to all members of the Union, in Newsletters and/or the Union's
website, annual reports on those activities. In instances where a Commission is proven to have become inactive to the point
of being defunct, the Council shall recommend to the Executive Committee its removal from the list of Union-approved
Commissions. A decision to terminate such removal must have two-thirds majority support in the Executive Committee.

......
Art. 9. Composition of the Executive Committee
……
a. The President of the IUAES
……
5. A delegate appointed by the President from within the Executive Committee may also represent the Union. In extremis, the
president can designate an alternate from the Council of Commissions, to fulfill her or his representation duties.
6. The President shall not vote within the Council of Commissions or the General Assembly other than in cases where there is
a need for a casting vote.
……
e. Two Council of Commissions Representatives
The elected Head and Deputy Head of the Council of Commissions represent the Council on the Executive Committee (see Article 8b),
have responsibility for facilitating the work of all IUAES Commissions under the leadership of the Secretary General, and for keeping
the Executive Committee informed of the activities and any concerns of the Commissions.

……
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