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Raising a Voice 

Since anthropologists and social scientists are in the forefront of protests, many right wing 
governments are coming down on liberal education and the social sciences. In April this year, 
the news was received with dismay by all of us that the 199 seat Parliament in Budapest, 
Hungary has voted 123 to 38 in favor of the legislation to target Central European University, 
(CEU) and its founder George Soros. This is the latest attack by the right wing Prime Minister of 
Hungary, Viktor Orban against liberalism and which sends us into recall of similar attacks on 
liberal education by other states. The CEU is recognized for its multiculturalism and advocacy for 
free speech. Protests were staged against this proposal by many students and academics. 

In May Executive Member Gustavo Lins Ribeiro proposed writing a letter on behalf of IUAES and 
WCAA to protest the legal persecution of almost 30 Brazilian anthropologists suffering the 
consequences of a Parliamentary Inquiry Commission instated against them. The letter was 
specifically oriented to protest the criminalization of anthropological research and practice in 
Brazil, as well as the persecution of indigenous leaders and those of the Maroons or 
Quilombolas (descendants of runaways who resisted enslavement). This letter was written and 
signed by the IUAES President and the WCAA Chair, respectively and sent to the Ministra 
Presidenta do Supremo Tribunal Federal, in Brazil.  

Also, the WCAA Organizing Committee Chair, Chandana Mathur, wrote a letter criticizing the 
¢ǊǳƳǇ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ƛƳƳƛƎǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƛǘǎ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŀƭ ǘƻ ƛƳǇƻǎŜ ŀ ǘǊŀǾŜƭ ōŀƴ ƻƴ 
selected countries. Reflections of these prejudices were even seen in the Ottawa conference 
where several delegates were delayed or unable to attend because of visa related issues. 

The IUAES and WCAA have joined hands to continue to protest and raise a voice against 
injustice and human rights violations. Anthropologists along with other liberal thinkers need to 
carry on their efforts in the right direction. 

Events 

http://www.iuaes.org/statement/letter_to_brazil.pdf
http://www.iuaes.org/statement/letter_to_brazil.pdf
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The Conference Organizer Scott Simon and CASCA President Donna Patrick.  

Ottawa. 

The joint CASCA/IUAES Conference/Inter-Congress took place in Ottawa from the 2-7th of May, 
2017, organized around the theme MO(U)VEMENT. It was a landmark event as it marked 
significant progress in the already approved merger of the IUAES and WCAA and the proposed 
formation of the World Anthropological Union (WAU). Every participant received a ballot paper 
with the registration kit that required them to approve (or disapprove) the gradual and 
incremental process of consultation and eventual ratification of the Operational Guidelines and 
Rules (OGR) and the Constitution of the WAU. To facilitate the informed participation of the 
members, hard copies of the draft OGR and draft Constitution were distributed at the 
registration desk, thus carrying forward the standard set by the present Executive Committee of 
involving all members in major decision-making processes.  

The results of the vote indicated that 92.7% of the members approved. Members in general 
were also invited to volunteer for being part of the Review Committee that would bring the 
Constitution to fruition. Former Vice President and current Chair of the Commission on 
Theoretical Anthropology Petr Skalnik expressed his interest in being a part of the review 
process.  The Review Committee was constituted with two members and an alternate from 
IUAES Executive, two members and an alternate from the WCAA Organizing Committee, and the 
representative of the general membership. All members of the IUAES and WCAA were invited to 
provide comments and suggestions to modify the text of the operational guidelines before they 
are finalized. 

http://nomadit.co.uk/cascaiuaes2017/en/index
http://www.iuaes.org/fomalised_%20collaboration.pdf
http://www.iuaes.org/fomalised_%20collaboration.pdf
http://www.iuaes.org/statement/170427.pdf
http://www.iuaes.org/statement/170427.pdf
http://www.iuaes.org/statement/170427.pdf
http://www.iuaes.org/letter_170512.pdf
http://www.iuaes.org/statement/letter_to_members.pdf
http://www.iuaes.org/statement/letter_to_members.pdf
http://www.iuaes.org/statement/letter_to_members.pdf
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Ottawa. 

Interim WCAA Delegates Meeting chaired by Chandana Mathur, the WCAA Chair.  

The Inter-Congress also saw healthy collaboration between WCAA and IUAES in organizing 
academic events. Special joint panels were organized by members of the two bodies. One was 
jointly organized by Andrew ΨaǳƎǎȅΩ Spiegel (IUAES) and Ellen Judd (WCAA) on the theme, 
άResurgent Racism, Ethno-nationalism and Xenophobia in a World of Mo(u)vement: The Global 
Rise of Populist Politics and its Challenges for World nthropologiesέ. A second one was 
organized by Subhadra Channa (IUAES) and Lorne Holyoak (WCAA) on ά Anthropological 
FƛŜƭŘǿƻǊƪǎΥ aƻǾƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ /ŜƴǘŜǊ ǘƻ tŜǊƛǇƘŜǊȅέ.   

The 1st Constituency Meeting of the World Anthropological Union (WAU), co-chaired by IUAES President 

Faye Harrison and WCAA Chair Chandana Mathur, on 5th May 2017. 

http://nomadit.co.uk/cascaiuaes2017/en/roundtables
http://nomadit.co.uk/cascaiuaes2017/en/roundtables
http://nomadit.co.uk/cascaiuaes2017/suite/panels.php5?PanelID=5233
http://nomadit.co.uk/cascaiuaes2017/suite/panels.php5?PanelID=5233
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Kitigan Zibi, an Algonquin community. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There were three Plenaries: Moving Ecologies, 
Locating the Political and Indigenous Movement, 
where distinguished international scholars were 
invited to participate.  

 

 

 

Since the University of Ottawa is situated on 
unceded Algonquin territory, in deference to the 
indigenous communities, the Opening Ceremony 
was presided over by Algonquin Elder, Evelyn 
Dewache, with drumming by Algonquin Elder 
Barry Sarazin. 

 

 

  

 

Marc Abélès (CNRS and ÉHÉSS) and Lesley Green (University of Cape Town), the 

keynote speakers, and Margaret Critchlow (York University), this yearôs recipient of 

the annual Weaver-Tremblay Award of the CASCA. 

http://nomadit.co.uk/cascaiuaes2017/en/keynotes
file:///D:/●IUAES/●newsletter/IUAES%20News%20%235%20sep%202017/**
file:///D:/●IUAES/●newsletter/IUAES%20News%20%235%20sep%202017/**
file:///D:/●IUAES/●newsletter/IUAES%20News%20%235%20sep%202017/**
http://nomadit.co.uk/cascaiuaes2017/en/keynotes
http://nomadit.co.uk/cascaiuaes2017/en/keynotes
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Several events marked the presence of indigenous people in the proceeding of the inter-
congress. A First Nation scholar, Rodney Nelson collaborated with Subhadra Channa to organize 
a workshop on ά5ŜŎƻƭƻƴƛȊƛƴƎ !ƴǘƘǊƻǇƻƭƻƎȅΥ tǊŀŎǘƛŎƛƴƎ !ƴǘƘǊƻǇƻƭƻƎȅ ǿƛǘƘ LƴŘƛƎŜƴƻǳǎ 
/ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎέ. A  Lab was organized to help researchers build a community radio for urban Inuit 
and other indigenous communities. The CASCA/IUAES conference also acknowledged the 
contribution of Dr. William Commanda, late Indigenous leader and his creation, The Circle of All 
Nations. A special workshop examined fifty years of his contribution to decolonizing, peace and 
environmental work.  

There were other special and 
very significant events. A 
Roundtable was organized which 
saw Homa Hoodfar in 
conversation with Rosita Henry, 
Chandana Mathur and Faye 
Harrison on the theme, 
ά!ƴǘƘǊƻǇƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ŦƛŜƭŘǿƻǊƪ ŀƴŘ wƛǎƪ ƛƴ ŀ ±ƛƻƭŜƴǘ ²ƻǊƭŘέ. The presence of Prof. Homa Hoodfar 
was extremely encouraging as only a few months back the IUAES was among the many other 
organization involved in efforts for her release from a prison in Iran.  

A special lecture was also given by ICSU President Prof. Gordon 
McBean on άTransdisciplinary Science to Address the Issues for our 
Future Earth: Merger of ICSU and ISSCέΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŜŘ ōȅ Ƴƻǎǘ 
Executive members of both WCAA and IUAES, and the speaker was 
engaged in a lively discussion.  

770 anthropologists made about 750 
presentations in 126 panels, film sessions and 
poster sessions, and the 960 registered 
delegates from 50 countries included French-
speaking and English-speaking Canadians 
along with 547 foreign participants. Some 
delegates faced visa and clearance problems 
and arrived too late to attend the main 
conference. Thus, in spite of making best 
efforts to bring in delegates from all 
countries, the CASCA organizers had to face 
drop outs, because participants from some 
countries could not get travel clearance.  

In view of the grand success of the Ottawa Inter-Congress on many fronts, President Faye V 
Harrison sent the CASCA team a letter of appreciation specifically mentioning their άŎƭŀǊƛǘȅ ƻŦ 
purpose and dedication to working co-ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛǾŜƭȅέ with IUAES on the organization of this 
fruitful event. 

http://nomadit.co.uk/cascaiuaes2017/en/events
http://nomadit.co.uk/cascaiuaes2017/en/events
http://nomadit.co.uk/cascaiuaes2017/en/events
http://nomadit.co.uk/cascaiuaes2017/suite/panels.php5?PanelID=5329
http://www.iuaes.org/statement/letter_to_iran.pdf
http://www.iuaes.org/presentation_3ay.pdf
https://www.icsu.org/
http://www.worldsocialscience.org/
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IUAES General Assembly, 5th May 

2017. 

Miriam Pillar Grossi, Lía Zanotta Machado and 

Brazilian colleagues with Secretary-General Junji 

Koizumi. 

 

  

 

 

Feedback from elders and Closing Ceremony on 6th May 2017. 

Opening Reception at All Saints 

Community on 2nd May 2017. 

Conference dinner at Wabano Centre 

for Aboriginal Health on 6th May 

2017. 

A tour to the Canadian Museum of History in Ottawa 

Miriam Pillar Grossi (right), the organizer of the 

18th World Congress in 2018 with Lía Zanotta 

Machado, the ABA President. 
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Upcoming Events 

  
In 2018, we eagerly anticipate the 18th World Congress, which will be held in Florianópolis, 
Brazil, from 16th-20th July. The theme of the conference is ά²ƻǊƭŘ όƻŦύ 9ƴŎƻǳƴǘŜǊǎΥ ¢ƘŜ tŀǎǘΣ 
tǊŜǎŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ CǳǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ !ƴǘƘǊƻǇƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ YƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜέ. A Scientific Committee to help with the 
academic aspects of the Congress has been formed. The call for panel proposals will remain 
open until 30th October 2017. The web link for online submission of proposals will open shortly. 
Acceptance of panels will be announced on 15th November 2017 and a call for papers to be 
included in accepted panels will be open from 1st December 2017. 

A symposium on anthropology and education was organized by the IUAES Commission on 
Anthropology and Education for the World Humanities Conference on Challenges and 
Responsibilities for a Planet in Transition. The conference was held in Liege, Belgium (6th-12th 
August 2017), and the IUAES Commission on Theoretical Anthropology also played an active role.  

The 32nd ICSU General Assembly is to be held from 23rd -24th October in Taipei, and 
immediately following on the 25th-26th there will be a joint ICSU and ISSC meeting to discuss 
and decide on the proposed merger of the two organizations.  Secretary-General Junji Koizumi, 
who is also a member of the joint task force for the merger (TTF), is scheduled to attend this 
meeting representing the IUAES. 

 
 

 
The 2018 World Social Science Forum ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƘŜƳŜΣ ά{ŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ 9ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ {ǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ 
Futures,έ is scheduled to be held from 25th-28th September 2018 in Fukuoka, Japan, hosted by 
Kyushu University. The IUAES Executive is planning a panel to be chaired by Thomas Reuter.  

http://www.iuaes2018.org/
http://www.iuaes2018.org/
http://www.iuaes2018.org/
http://www.iuaes2018.org/conteudo/view?ID_CONTEUDO=441
http://www.humanities2017.org/sites/default/files/CMH_brochure080817_web.pdf
http://www.humanities2017.org/en#program-section
http://www.humanities2017.org/en#program-section
https://www.icsu.org/events/32nd-icsu-general-assembly
http://www.worldsocialscience.org/road-2018/
http://www.worldsocialscience.org/2017/01/members-strategy-working-group-transition-task-force-appointed-develop-frameworks-possible-icsu-issc-merger/
http://www.wssf2018.org/



